


Commissioners,

  I am writing you all with concerns of the way the county is handling the expansion application of this project and the project in general.

  I am glad you formed a planning committee but the way it is operating does not have a function with interaction of the community and their input. I do not feel you should have a public hearing and a vote the same day from this committee that tells me the plan has already been approved before the hearing and the residents/landowner’s voices have no impact at all in decision making. Is this committee supposed to view the impact on the county and residents or make sure the application is complete? Is this committee supposed to report to you as Commissioners or the public? On this committee you have a member that currently sits or did sit on the Overland Pass Energy (NRS) advisory board and has signed a letter of support for this project, this document was in the hearing information. That seems to me to be a major conflict of interest and should not be allowed. To have someone make decisions/recommendations on the same project that they have already endorsed is not the best interest of the county. 

  As you all probably know they placed a sign in my yard 220 yards off the road for the public hearing notice, the problem I have with this is as we are driving around the county harvesting I have yet to see another one, does not seem like they want to post much in the higher opposition areas.  Their excuse of their map overlay was off by a half a mile tells a little testament about the company, when you are in the turbine business that are controversial any where they are put up in this nation you may want to be a bit more diligent about your data & operations. I quite honestly do not think this was a mistake at all or it would have happened on more properties than ours. My question to you is what is in place in this deal to protect the nonparticipating landowners when there is a major mistake?

   The expansion of this project before it even starts seems alarmingly premature, you are going by 100% of what this company is telling you with no hard numbers to back it up. Having approximately one-third of the county leased under this new expansion and nothing to go by of what true benefit/consequence it will have on the residents regardless of participation or not seems misleading and risky to the residents/property owners. Other issues I have is the decommissioning plan should be in place before it is approved, not before a permit is issued. The county should not give OPE the right to assign the special use permit to anyone, especially a third party, which should be a reapplication process. With them wanting this in there tells me the want the option to sell it before it ever starts, does not seem like a great involvement in the community like they portray. 

  I believe it would be best to take a step back and table this expansion for a while. Everyone wants to talk about how great this could be for the county, but I have heard no committees or Commissioners say anything about any repercussions of this or increased costs like salaries, equipment, supplies, insurance, etc. This does not come without a major cost to the county. It also makes it where a more competitive company could not come and have a better offer to the county and landowners, competition always keeps companies more truthful, and as fast as renewable tech develops it could be costly to not leave options open. I hope you all will do the right thing and slow it down and have some of this analyzed or wait for them to get the first phase going and prove the numbers before you let this company do a major land grab that is basically a blank check that will have a major impact on the population of Sedgwick County whether positive or negative. Please do not sell out to this company, they should not have that much control of what happens in our county, it does seem the decisions will then be made by them not the Commissioners and voters of Sedgwick County if this proceeds.

Regards,


Tom and Lyndy Kirkmeyer
Resident and Landowners
720-244-7440
kfllc@skybeam.com
TLK, LLC
Six K Holdings, LLC
B&K LAND, LLC
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